
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSTITUTION 

February 2022 
RULES 
 
1.0​ Name and Objects 
 
1.1​ The Club, founded in 1897, shall be named 'The Wells Tennis Club'. 

 

1.2​ To provide tennis, social and other activities and generally to encourage and facilitate the 
playing of tennis. 
 

1.3​ To provide and maintain Club premises at Rowdens Road, Wells, subject to the terms of 
any lease presently applicable and subject to any decision to relocate premises in the 
future. 
 

1.4​ To promote, improve, develop, and support the interests of tennis and increase 
participation at all levels of the game. 
 

1.5​ To encourage competitive tennis by providing teams and promoting competitions. 
 

1.6​ To make and amend any necessary rules and regulations concerning the operation of the 
club including disciplinary procedures that may be taken against its members (subject to 
any overriding Rules and Disciplinary Code of the Lawn Tennis Association). 
 

1.7​ To comply with and uphold the Rules and Regulations of the County Lawn Tennis 
Association (CLTA) as amended from time to time and the LTA Rules and LTA Disciplinary 
Code. 
 

1.8​ To do all such things as the Management Committee thinks fit to further the interests of 
the Club and its membership. 

 
2.0​ Constitution 
 
2.1​ ​The Club is constituted by these Rules as a non-profit-making members' club. In no 

circumstances during the continuance of the Club, nor at nor after its dissolution, shall any 
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assets or surplus funds be distributed to any Member or any other person nor to any 
organisation which is not itself either constituted as non-profit making or a charity. 

 
3.0​ Affiliation 
 
3.1​ ​The Club shall seek affiliation to the Lawn Tennis Association through the Somerset County 

Lawn Tennis Association and shall adopt and conform to the Rules of this organisation in so 
far as they can apply. 

 
4.0​ Classes of Member 
 
4.1​ ​There shall be the following Classes of Member (membership grades can be amended at 

the discretion of the Committee): 
 

Full Playing Member 
Associate Playing Member 
Intermediate Playing Member 
Over 65 veteran 
Adult beginner 
Junior Playing Member 
18-30 Playing Member 
Mini Playing Member 

 

5.0​ Equality and diversity 
 
5.1​ The Club values its members and their rights to be treated with respect. 
 
5.2​ The Club treats all its members equally and fairly. 
 
5.3​ The Club actively pursues a diversity policy. 
 
5.4​ The Club pursues an equal opportunities policy which states that no member should suffer 

discrimination in respect of ability, disability, gender, sexual orientation, age, religion or 
belief, race, colour, nationality, marital status, or any other reason. 

 
6.0​ Safety and Protection 
 
6.1​ The club shall adopt and maintain a suitable Child Protection policy and procedures. 
 
6.2​ The club shall also adopt any appropriate LTA codes of conduct, guidance, guidelines, 

documentation, procedures, and related policies. 
 
7.0​ Subscriptions 
 
7.1​ The scale of Subscriptions shall be decided annually at the AGM of the Club. 

                                                              Wells Tennis Club Constitution February 2022 ​     2 | Page 
 



 
​ Notes to the Subscription Scale: 
 
7.2​ ​Every full senior and junior Playing Member must, with the Club subscription, pay a 

Player's Contribution, which the Club passes on to the County LTA. The rates of 
contribution are decided annually at the AGM of the Lawn Tennis Association. 

 
7.3​ ​In the event of the Club being liable for Value Added Tax on Members' subscriptions, the 

figures shown above shall be inclusive thereof. 
 
7.5​ ​The Club shall pay on behalf of each full senior, intermediate and junior Playing Member, a 

subscription to the Wells Sports Club, the figures shown above shall be inclusive thereof. 
 
7.6​ The subscription year runs from April 1st to March 31st. 
 
7.7​ ​For a subscription paid before the due date a reduction may be allowed, which is to be 

determined annually at the AGM of the Club. 
 
7.8​ ​A Member whose subscription is not paid by the due date will not be entitled to the 

privileges of membership until they have paid, and if not paid by June 1st they will cease to 
be a Member (and any re-election will then be subject to the normal procedure). 

 
7.9​ ​The subscription of a new Member shall be paid with the membership application in which 

case it will be repaid if election to membership is refused. 
 
7.10​ For a new Member after the end of July, the Committee may at their discretion accept a 

proportionately reduced subscription for the part-year. Likewise, they may make a refund 
to a Member who becomes unable to use the Club for a substantial part of the year on 
account of injury, illness, or departure from the district. 

 
8.0​ Accountancy Year 
 
8.1​ ​Except for the purposes of subscriptions (see Rule 7.6) the Club's Financial Year shall run 

from the 1st January to 31st December and the accounts submitted to the Annual General 
Meeting shall be prepared accordingly. 

 
9.0​ Election of Members 
 
9.1​ Honorary Membership (other than temporary in accordance with Rule 11), including 

Honorary Life Membership, shall be limited and at the discretion of the Committee, by way 
of reward for special services to the Club. 

 
9.2​ ​New members shall be admitted at the discretion of the Committee.  
 
9.3​ New members who wish to participate in club and social sessions will be offered the 
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opportunity to attend new member coaching session(s), at no additional cost to the 
member and at the discretion of the Committee. 

 
10.0​ Resignation and Transfer between Classes 
 
10.1​ ​A Member wishing to withdraw from membership or to transfer to a Class at a lower rate of 

subscription shall notify the Honorary Secretary by April 1st in writing and otherwise shall 
be liable for the full subscription. 

 
11.0​ Suspension or Expulsion 
 
11.1​ ​The Committee shall have power to terminate or suspend the membership of any Member 

or to exclude any Member or Visitor whom it considers guilty of a breach of these Rules or 
of misconduct or offensive behaviour to any other Member, Visitor or Employee, whether 
on the Club's premises or elsewhere. 

 
12.0​ Injury, Loss of Property etc. 

 
12.1​ Members or Visitors leaving unattended vehicles, rackets, clothing, or other property at the 

Club do so at their own risk and the Club shall not be responsible for any loss, damage or 
injury resulting from this or any other cause. 

 
13.0​ Visitors and Temporary Members. 
 
13.1​ Visitors may be introduced by the Honorary Secretary or other Member. Before a Visitor 

plays, the Member introducing him must make an appropriate entry in the Visitor's Book 
and pay the fee which will be determined by the Committee and approved at the AGM. 

 
13.2​ A Visitor may not play more than three times in any year except at the discretion of the 

Committee 
 
13.3​ Every member of a visiting match team shall be an Honorary Member for the day and 

every competitor in a tournament at the Club shall be an Honorary Member for the period 
of the tournament. 

 
13.4​ Temporary Membership may be granted at the discretion of the Committee. 
 
14.0​ Management 
 
14.1​ The management of the Club shall be in the entire control of a Committee of four or more 

members in addition to the Officers, who shall be ex-officio members of the Committee 
and shall be a Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Men's and Ladies' 
Captains (but if more than one of these offices are held by a single person, no extra 
Committee vacancy shall thereby be created).  All shall be elected for the year at the 
annual general meeting except that the elected Committee shall have power to fill any 
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casual vacancy. 
 
14.2​ The Committee shall elect Members in accordance with Rule 9 and shall from time to time 

make and revise the Club's Rules and Regulations and shall have power to decide any 
matter not provided for by these Rules and the current Regulations. 

 
14.3​ The Committee shall have the express power to raise funds by way of loans, grants, or 

other means, in order to build, repair, generally maintain or extend the useful life of all or 
any of the facilities of Wells Tennis Club, provided that any loan thus raised has the prior 
approval of the membership. 

 
14.4​ They shall meet at least four times in every year and additionally as circumstances may 

require. 
 
14.5​ The quorum at a Committee meeting shall be 5 and in the event of equality of voting the 

Chairman shall have a second or casting vote. The Committee may delegate any part of its 
duties (except the election of Members) to one or more sub-committees which may be 
composed of any Members of the Club, but any sub-committee to control a bar supplying 
intoxicating liquor shall be appointed in accordance with the Licensing requirements. 

 
15.0​ General Meeting 
 
15.1​ An annual general meeting shall be held each year during February. Members will be 

notified by email giving sufficient notice, which is generally to be 28 days. 
 
15.2​ The Committee shall call an extraordinary general meeting at their discretion or within one 

month of receipt by the Honorary Secretary of a requisition signed by no less than one fifth 
of the total Full Senior Membership. 

 
15.3​ Any Member wishing to propose a resolution at the annual general meeting must send a 

copy thereof to the Honorary Secretary no less than 14 days before the meeting so that 
provision may be made on the Agenda. 

 
15.4​ The business of the annual general meeting shall be the confirmation of the minutes of the 

previous annual general meeting and of any subsequent extraordinary general meetings, 
the consideration of the Committee's report and the Honorary Treasurer's Accounts for the 
year, the election of Officers and Committee for the ensuing year, the appointment of an 
Honorary Auditor, and any items of which notice has been given and details included in the 
Agenda. 

 
15.5​ The business of an extraordinary general meeting shall be in accordance with the 

requisition under which it was summoned, and the agenda issued. At any general meeting 
further business may be accepted at the discretion of the chair provided that it does not 
call for an alteration of Rules, the winding up of the Club, the transfer of any of the Club's 
assets, the borrowing of money, or any expenditure not within the immediate financial 
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resources of the Club. 
 
15.6​ Every Member (other than Temporary Members) shall be entitled to be present and to 

speak at any general meeting and, if aged 18 years or over, to vote thereat. In the event of 
an equality of votes, the chair shall have a second or casting vote. 

 
15.7​ At any general meeting the quorum shall be no less than 20 or a quarter of the Full Senior 

Playing Membership, whichever is the lesser number. 
 
15.8​ Any member aged 18 years or over can put themselves forward to represent the Club on 

the Committee. This should be communicated to the committee prior to the AGM, or 
during the meeting if vacancies for officers remain at the start of the AGM. 

 
16.0​ Rules and Regulations 
 
16.1​ A copy of these Rules and of the Regulations made by the Committee under Rule 14, shall 

be on display at the Clubhouse and on the club website. The Rules shall not be altered 
except at a meeting of the Committee, and then only provided that two thirds of those 
present and voting are in favour. The Regulations shall be made and periodically revised by 
the Committee.  

 
17.0​ Dissolution 
 
17.1​ The Club shall be dissolved on the passing of a resolution to that effect at a general 

meeting after due notice, by at least two thirds of those present and voting. Such a 
meeting shall appoint a committee to wind up the affairs of the Club and shall give general 
directions as to the disposal of any assets, within the scope of Rule 2. 
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REGULATIONS 
 
1.0​ The season opens on 1st April and closes on 31st March 
 
2.0​ ​The courts shall be open at all times of day from 7.00 am until 10.00 pm to all Full Playing 

Members. Refer to rule 11.0 regarding booking courts. 
 
3.0​ ​Associate Playing Members shall have the use of the courts as above during weekdays 

Monday to Friday at all times of day from 7.00 am until 6.00 pm in the evening. Refer to 
rule 11.0 regarding booking courts. 

 
4.0​ ​18-30 Category Playing Members, Visitors and Temporary Members shall have the use of 

the courts as above on equal terms with Full Playing Members providing Rule 11 has been 
complied with. Refer to rule 11.0 regarding booking courts. 

 
5.0​ ​Intermediate and Junior Playing Members may be asked to give way to Full Members at 

busy times except at Club Sessions. 
 
6.0​ ​The Committee shall be empowered to close the courts without notice for maintenance or 

in adverse weather conditions or when the committee deems it necessary for any other 
reason. 

 
7.0​ ​The committee shall be empowered to close the courts for matches, tournaments and 

special coaching sessions provided notice of such closure is given via email to Members 
and posting a notice in the club, and giving a week’s notice wherever possible. 

 
8.0​ ​The Committee shall be empowered to allocate the courts for exclusive use for Junior and 

Intermediate coaching sessions as it sees fit. 
 
9.0​ The Committee shall be empowered to allocate the courts for particular playing sessions 

throughout the year. New members who wish to participate in any of the sessions below 
(except the Beginners Club Session) will be offered the opportunity to attend new member 
coaching session(s), at no additional cost to the member and at the discretion of the 
Committee. 

 
​ Monday​ Evening​ Men's night and men's matches 
​ Tuesday​ Evening​ Ladies' night and ladies' matches 
​ Thursday​ Evening​ Club session 
​ Sunday​ Morning​ Club session 
​ Sunday​ Afternoon​ Beginners club session 
 

The committee will determine the exact timings of these sessions, the number of courts 
required for such sessions, and review as required to reflect the needs of the Members, 
including for the purposes of practices prior to league matches. 
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10.0​ At no time may a court be reserved during a Club Session, nor at any time when the courts 
are already reserved for matches, tournaments, and coaching sessions as in Regulations 8 
& 9 above. 

 
11.0​ The Committee has introduced a booking system for play on all courts at times other than 

during coaching sessions, club and social sessions, competitions, and league matches. 
 
12.0​ Club sessions shall be arranged by the Committee and subject to the following 

procedures:  
 

a)​ Games shall be made up of Members without prejudice and with due regard to the 
order in which a player arrives. 

b)​ No Member shall occupy the courts if other Members are waiting to play after the 
completion of one short set. A further limit on the number of games played may be 
imposed by a vote of all Members present. (This may only apply in adverse weather 
conditions, or in the event of an excessive number of Members waiting.) 

c)​ Members playing at Club sessions are required to occupy the courts strictly in rotation.  
d)​ Any alterations to the above must be made with agreement of the Committee. 

 
13.0​ Balls must be collected from, and returned to, the Clubhouse in complete tubes. Tennis 

balls are refreshed weekly and stored in the cupboard in the clubhouse with additional 
balls placed under the counter. 

 
14.0​ Dress. This should be recognised tennis clothing. No jeans may be worn on court. 

Members must wear shirts or tee shirts at all times. Shoes must be rubber soled without 
raised heels, spikes, studs, cleats, bars or deep ribbing. 

 
15.0​ ​Etiquette. Behaviour on court shall be in accordance with the code of conduct laid down 

for plays by the LTA. In addition, no Member shall jump over the net at any time. Aiming a 
ball at a Playing Member on or off court is strictly forbidden and should be avoided at all 
times.  Members are expected to respect each other at all times both on court and whilst 
at the Club, and whilst representing the Club at league matches. 

 
16.0​ Items of baggage and clothing shall not be allowed to impede play. 
 
17.0​ No dogs may be admitted to the courts or any part of the grounds. 
 
18.0​ The last to leave the premises must ensure that all taps are turned off, all balls collected, all 

lights turned off and that all doors and gates are locked. 
 
19.0​ Lights. Under the terms of the Licence granted by Mendip District Council the floodlights 

must not be used after 10.00 pm. 
 
20.0​ If a ball machine is offered, members should only use it after suitable instruction by a 

Member approved by the Committee. 

                                                              Wells Tennis Club Constitution February 2022 ​     8 | Page 
 



 
21.0​ The Committee reserves the right to request the withdrawal of any Member who does not 

abide by these Regulations of the Club (see Rule 11). 
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